
Pets are Welcome at the Hospice 

Pets are an important part of our lives and members of our families, and 
they are welcome to visit. We all melt when we see furry friends and we 
know how much solace they bring to individuals and their families at such 
a difficult time. 

 
 
 

Pet Therapy at Dorothy Ley Hospice 

The natural bond between people and animals provides 

comfort, peace, and soothing companionship for our 

palliative individuals and their families. We are blessed to 

have many wonderful canine and human volunteers who 

visit on a regular basis! 

 
 
 

Pet Therapy at  
Dorothy Ley Hospice 

 
The natural bond between people 
and animals provides comfort, 
peace, and soothing companionship 
for our palliative individuals and 
their families at The Dorothy Ley 
Hospice Centre. We are blessed to 
have many wonderful canine and 
human volunteers who visit our 
centre on a regular basis! 

 
 
 

John Curtis’ Story 
Dad’s cancer diagnosis came on Labour Day 2016. The big “C” word hit us like a ton of bricks. Within days, my family’s world 
changed. When you are told that someone you love has only 3-6 months left your priorities quickly shift and your loved one’s 
comfort becomes the most important thing in your life. Dad’s busy life came to a quick halt. No more marathons, swimming, 
Karate or Yoga. No more family holidays or long walks with our dog Grace (see picture on back page). Luckily, Dorothy Ley 
Hospice entered our lives. We came for a tour of the Hospice Centre and we were comforted by the warm home-like 
environment. Dad lived for 9 more months and we were helped every step of the way. Care Coordinators were there to support 
us and when caring for him at home was no longer possible, he moved into the residence. There, we were able to spend quality 
time together as a family. We spent his final hours outside on the patio listening to his favourite music with the sun shining 
down on us all. It was a beautiful way to say goodbye and we will cherish that special time forever. Our family’s hope is that 
others in our situation can benefit from the wonderful services and programs offered there. Please, help another family by 
supporting the Dorothy Ley Hospice. Make a donation today! 
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Interested in volunteering? 
Sign up for our next Palliative Care Volunteer Training  

Contact Anne Stoiko at astoiko@dlhospice.org or 416.626.0116 X 235 for info 

220 Sherway Drive, Etobicoke  ON  M9C 0A7   t. 416-626-0116   f. 416-626-7285  
e. info@dlhospice.org    web.  www.dlhospice.org   Charitable No 13019 3394 RR0001 
 

John Curtis, who died at the Dorothy Ley 
Hospice Centre in June, 2017, shares a 
moment with his beloved Chocolate 
Lab, Grace.  

Thank you to Mackie the poodle and his handler Vicky for 
their 8 years of devoted and loving service. Mackey died in 
July, 2017 at the age of 12. Many thanks to his owners, Gale 
and Paul Taylor, who shared their beautiful dog with us for 
all those years. 

 

THE GOVERNMENT FUNDS TWO THIRDS OF OUR OPERATIONS AND WE MUST RAISE OVER $1 
MILLION ANNUALLY TO CONTINUE SERVING INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR FAMILIES.  

 
PLEASE DONATE TO THE DOROTHY LEY HOSPICE TODAY! 

 
It’s easy to make a contribution. Call us to make a donation at 416 626 0116 or cut out this section 
and mail or drop it off to the Dorothy Ley Hospice. Check out website at www.dlhospice.org to see 
how you can help. 
 
Name______________________________________________ 
 
     Cash                      Cheque                    Credit Card/ type__________ 
 
Number______________________________________               Expiry___________ 
 
Address____________________________________________ 
 
Email Addresss______________________________________ 

Tax receipts will be issued to donations over $20 
220 Sherway Drive, Etobicoke  ON  M9C 0A7    

   

Pets are Welcome at the Hospice Centre 

Pets are an important part of our lives and members of our families, 
and they are welcome to visit. We know how much solace they bring 
to individuals and their families at such a difficult time. 

220 Sherway Drive, Etobicoke  ON  M9C 0A7   t. 416-626-0116   f. 416-626-7285  
e. info@dlhospice.org    web.  www.dlhospice.org   Charitable No 13019 3394 RR0001 
 

Petting, scratching, and cuddling a dog could be as 
soothing to the mind and heart as deep meditation 
and almost as good for the soul as prayer. 

—Dean Koontz 
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THE DOROTHY LEY HOSPICE CONNECTOR    Volunteer, Donate, Spread the Word! 

NEWS, NEWS, NEWS! 

Our Community Support Team is here to help! 
 
Did you know that a referral is not required to request 
services from the Community Support Program? If you 
or someone you know may benefit from Hospice care, 
contact us at 416 626 0116 and ask for intake.  
 
Most Canadians say that they prefer to die at home.  
Our care coordinators and volunteers can help you or 
your loved meet specific needs and goals. 
 
 
 
 

THE DOROTHY LEY HOSPICE CONNECTOR    Volunteer, Donate, Spread the Word! 

Looking for your Calling? Thinking of volunteering? 
 
We offer 30 hours of comprehensive training to equip 
our volunteers with the confidence and skills to provide 
exceptional care and support to those living with life-
limiting illness. 
 
Serving others in this way may be one of the most 
rewarding things you will ever do. Care & compassion 
go a very long way! 
 
 
 

The Dorothy Ley Hospice has launched a 

new website. There you will find up-to-date 

information about our programs and 

services with detailed instructions regarding 

how to access us, how to become a 

volunteer and much more.  

Our goal was to develop a site that was 

clear, concise and easy to navigate. We 

value your opinion and would be happy to 

receive your feedback based on your 

experience with it. Go to the contact page 

and simply enter your thoughts in the box 

provided.  Visit us at www.dlhospice.org 

An Evening of Festivities & Cheer 
in Appreciation of our Wonderful Volunteers 

What do In-Home Visiting Volunteers Do? 

Volunteers make a meaningful difference in 

an individual’s end-of-life experience. They 

provide companioning and emotional support, 

caregiver relief and respite, practical 

assistance, comfort care and complementary 

therapies such as therapeutic touch and reiki. 

Winter weather is cold – brrrrr – but don’t hibernate!  
Instead come thaw by our fireplace and experience the warmth of hospice hospitality. 

January 22 – 26, 2018 
 

       We’re hosting a variety of presentations to highlight our programs and services. Come learn about: 
 Hospice Care – an introduction to accessing Hospice services (Community Support and Residential Care) 

 My Parent is Aging: Start the conversation about Advance Care Planning and End-of-Life Care Supports  

 Introduction to Expressive Arts Therapy and Music Therapy  

 A Taste of Wellness - Care for the Caregiver 

 Wet their Appetite - Creating appealing meals for those with a decreased appetite due to illness 

 The Art of Condolence and The Art of Grieving 

 Planning a Celebration of Life Service 

 The Benefits of Being a Hospice Volunteer  

 Have Your Say –  Conversations with David Colgan, Executive Director 

 

Come & Go – stop by any time before or after the daily presentations to meet our team and tour our centre. 
Watch our website for the daily events schedule or call us at 416-626-0116 for more information. 
 

Take a look at our new and improved website! 


